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First in Family College Readiness Program 
Investing in Students for a Brighter Future 

 
Costa Mesa, CA (June 24, 2022) – Share Our Selves celebrated the graduating class of 2022 during a special First 
in Family College Readiness Program scholarship reception. Scholarship recipients were celebrated and 
recognized in front of their peers, families, Share Our Selves leadership, and Orange County elected officials.  
 
Funded by philanthropy, the First in Family College Readiness Program provides scholarships up to $1,000 to 
high school seniors who are the first generation in their family to attend college. Through perseverance in 
learning, these students have achieved a remarkable feat. In addition, to the scholarship each recipient is 
equipped with a laptop, backpack with school supplies, toiletry kit, monetary gift cards for book assistance and 
living supplies and a collegiate sweatshirt representing their new university.  
 
The program awarded 25 students from Back Bay High School, Costa Mesa High School, Estancia High School, 
and Newport Harbor High School. Students were nominated by a school coordinator who witnessed them 
overcome difficult circumstances to succeed.  
 
 “The world is in front of you with possibilities and I want to personally wish you all the greatest of adventures and 
creating a wonderful life that you are building for yourself! Congratulations!” said Christy Ward chief executive 
officer of Share Our Selves. Students and their families heard messages of inspiration from Mayor John Stephens, 
City of Costa Mesa, Councilmember Manuel Chavez, City of Costa Mesa and Share Our Selves Board Chair Will 
Klatte.  
 
Congratulations to our 2022 First in Family College Readiness Program scholarship recipients: 
 
Britanni Aguayo  
Alecxa Ahumada 
Gilberto Ayala 
Faye Balane  
Orlando Castro  
Moises Chavez 
Emanuel Che 
Ashley Flores  
Anahi Flores  
Omar Gonzalez  
Patrick Goodfellow  
Heba Hassan  
Raoul Hernandez 

Kayla Huerta  
Jocelyn Larumbe  
Samantha Lopez 
Sherlin Mendiola  
Karen Nava 
Victoria Perdomo 
Felicity Ramirez  
Idelma Rairez  
Yamil Razo 
Bryan Rodas 
Angel Silva Perez 
Keily Valasquez 

 
About Share Our Selves 
Share Our Selves (SOS) has provided care and assistance to our most vulnerable populations in Orange County 
since 1970. With service centers throughout OC, we specialize in providing personalized care for the community, 
including medical, dental, and pharmaceutical services, behavioral health, case management, financial 
assistance, food pantry, homeless support, and special seasonal programs. Our experience and innovative 
solutions, paired with our wide-ranging services, allow us to address the systemic nature of poverty from many 



angles, upholding our clients’ basic human rights through transformational care, and fighting for the dignity all 
members of our community deserve. For more information about Share Our Selves please visit 
shareourselves.org. 
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